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SERMON, NO. V. 


Rom. i. 20. For the invisible things of him from the 
creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by 
ihe things that are made, even his ciernal power and 
Godhead. 

When we view apiece of human architecture. we 
are sensible, it must have been erected by an architect, 
tho we never saw him, nor have any other knowledge of 
him, than what we learn from beholding bis work. We 
are also fully persuaded that he must have had, not only 
a theoretic but practical knowledge of ali the workman- 
ship, which the building exhibiis. We have no idea that 
the various tenons and mortises,which compose the joints 
of the building, were unwittingly made'to suit each oth- 
er; nor that the length of each piece of timber. was de- 
cided by guess. And in the same proportion as we are 
able to examine and comprehend the skill displayed in 
a building, are we able, by the eyes of the understand- 


ing, to see the perfection of the builder. In this way - 


God manifests himself. The Invisible is seen from the 
works of creation, by being understood by the things 
that are made. The apostle says, we clearly see, “even 
his eternal power and Godhead.” 

As nothing can act before it exists, so no being can 
possibly possess the power of self-creation. Each must 


derive its existence from another. This world could no 


moie come into existence of itself, than man could cre- 
ate himself. its own laws musi confessedly justify the 
author of our text, in calling it a creation ; and if it be 
a creation or creature, it must have hada Creator. As 
Christians, (or if rational Deists,) we hereby maintain, 
iQ Opposilion to Atheism, that this Creatur is GOD. 
There are jsut few, that would maintain the eternity 
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38 The Christian Repository. 


of the present system of the world, or the eternal oper. 
tion of nature, without a ruler. The nature of all {e:. 
restrial things affords evidence, that they had a begip. 
ning. ‘The various species of sensitive beings, which 
derive their existence immediately from others of their 
own species, cannot, for some evident reasons, be the 
offspring of beings, whose species has been protracted 
from all past eternity. A circumstance, which howey. 
er may not be considered full proof, is the improbability 
of any race of beings, so transitory as all are, surviving 
eternally all the ravages of time. The Mammoth js 
now extinct. And should but one species of being he. 
come extinct in a thousand years, it would in time de. 
populate the globe. Did the earth spontaneously pro 
duce new kinds of beings, it might, in this manner, con. 
tinue to be inhabited ; but since the history of man, we 
know of no such productions. 

Another argument is sfforded us from the consider: 
tion of the improvement of latter ages on the past, in 
scientific and other knowledge. The treasures of ne- 
ture are noricher, nor more copious, than they were in 
the remotest periods of antiquity, the history of which 
has come down to us; nor do we suppose the intellects 
of modern generations, superior to those who have long 
gone before them. Were, then, mankind a race of be 
ings from eternity, it would be natural to conclude, they 
would have discovered from those treasures, all that 
comes within the compass of human understanding 
No time could have been wanting for such an attain 
ment. But instead of-this, we behold them now rapidly 
progressing. Political science was not anciently under 
stood so well as it is now; hence one reason for the 
more frequent revolutions than in later periods. The 
art of printing, one of the most useful of haman inver- 
tions, was discovered long since the commencement 0! 
the Christian era. Asin other inventions of import 
ance, a long train of circumstances led to its discovery, 
as alsoto its improvement, till it arrived fo the perfec: 
tion to which it is now brought. The need men had of 
auch an art, led them to improye the circumstances (hat 
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led toit. Had ourrace of men been from all past du- 
ration, is if mot as probable the art of printing would 
jave been discovered ten thousand years ago, as that it 
should be discovered at a period so near the age in 
which we live? Is it not more probable that the train 


of circumstances that led to ils discovery, would natu- 


rally have occurred and produced this effect at some re- 
mote period of ancient date, tho it took three times six 
thousand years, than that it should have been protract- 
edto the time it was? Evidently more probable, on 
the supposition of an endless succession of beings. ‘he 
exme is true of other important inventious and discove- 
ries. The progression of human knowledge is there- 
fore a strong evidence that our race of men hada be- 
ginning. If it had a beginning, it leads to the conelu- 
sion, that the same is true of every species of terrestrial 
beings. We may compare the world to an individual. 
He remembers his years of puberty and days of youth, 
and has some faint ideas of childhood. He knows not 
when he was born, neither does he absolutely know 
that he had a beginning; but he is confident he was a 
child, he knows he was a youth, and that by degrees he 
errived to the age of manhood. These circunisiances 
lead him to believe that he had a beginning, and to ac- 
quiesce in the account that gives the date of bis birth. 
So of the world. We know not absolutely, that it had 
a beginning ; but we know from well authenticated his- 
tory that in comparison with its presentstate, it weasa 
youth; and we kuow, through this medium, that it was 
once ignorant of almost all the knowledge that it now 
possesses. We kuow that it has progressed, by degrees, 
in the knowledge of things, and in the economy of life. 
We can give an account of nearly five theusand years, 
and of course have no reason to dispute the scripture 
account of its origin, both as to the manner and time. 
tt follows, then, that it bad a beginning; and, as noth- 
lag can give rise to its own existence, it must be the 
Creation of a mighty and intelligent Creator. ‘These 
things are elearly seen by the understanding. 

Should it be urged in opposition to these arguments 
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that the ancients were acquainted with many import- 
ant discoveries, that are now lost; spch. as the Egype 
tian method of embalming : ; 

U ol embalming ; and, among others, that of 
moving large rocks, mentioned by Rollin in bis ancient 
history, it will not materially affect the object of our 
labor ; unless those that are lost, were equal id number 
and importance to those, with which the world are now 
acquainted. 

We now proceed to argue from the creation of the 
world, that there must exist a being, who was uncreet. 
ed, and, cousequently, existed from all past eternity. 
kf we be correct, as there can scarcely remain a cout, 
itmust be, at least, there was one man and one woman, 
who did not receive their existence, as did their descen- 
dants. They must have been created by a being, who 
possessed means and skill, fully competent to the ac- 
complishment of such a work. That being must be 
vastly superior to what our eyes have seen, or our hands 
have handled. Now, if we suppose such a being to 
have a received existence, we musi likewise suppose 
another, that gave him this existence. If this other 
have a received existence, we must suppose a third, su- 
perior to him; and so we must consider a suceession of 
anterior causes, or rather creators, each superior to his 
successor, ad infintiwm. But this supposition involves 
absurdity initself. Nothing is capable of endless dimi- 
nutions, consequently, cannot admit an endless pro- 
gression. If we could suppose it were possible for al- 
mighty power to divide a hair, once a year, for a million 
of years, it would afford no argument. that it would be 
capable of being thus divided eternally. If a-hair be 
incapable of such divisions, eternity would be too long 
to continue the divisions of the largest object in crea- 
tion. So on the other hand, we cannot conceive, that 
the smallest object in creation will admit an increase or 
addition, without interruption, eternally. There isa 
fulness for every thing that can be measured, and when 
that fulaess is attained, itcan have no more. An end- 
less succession of anterior causes or creators, without 
an original uncaused, uncreaied, and uaderived, seems 
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impossible in the very nature of things. Not to insist 


on the inconceivable difficulty of such a series of be- 
ings continuing to exist, it is impossible for us to. ima- 
sine how they could become, as individually they are 


ail derived from the power and energy of another. The 
conclusion, then, is unavoidable, that there must exist 
a Being uncreated, underived, wise, and intelligent. 
All this we plainly see from the creation of the world, 
it being understood by the things that are made. 

The Being that is uncreated must exist independent- 
ly. As nothing is the cause of his existence, so his ex- 
istence Cannot be supported or injured by any created 
or dependent being. “If thou sinnest, what doest thou 
against hina? or if thy transgressions be multiplied, what 
doest thou unto him? If thou be righteous, what giv- 
est thou him? or what receiveth he of thine hand?” 
Job xxxv. 8, 7. 

The Being that exists independent and uncreated, 
must exist of necessity. The principles of his exist- 
ence are indissoluble. The arguments, therefore, that 
prove his existence from all past eternity, prove his fu- 
iure endless existence, from the.very nature of his being. 
“tam the Lorn, 1 change not ; therefore ye sons of Ja- 
cob are not consumed.” Mal. iii. 6. 

This Being must possess intelligence, or he could 
not give it to man. ‘Yet they say, The Lord shall not 
see, neither shall the God of Jacob regard. Understand, 
ye brutish among the people; and, ye fools, when will 
ye be wise? He that planted the ear, shal! he not hear? 
he that formed the eye, shall he not see? He that chas- 
tiseth the heathen, shall he not correct? he that teach- 
— knowledge, shall he not know ”” Ps. xciv. 7, 8, 

» 10. 

We will now. inquire concerning three great attri- 
butes of the Supreme, wisdom, power, and goodness, “from 
the creation of the world,” or from visible objects. 

1, Wesee no portion of creation, but what we can dis- 
cern in-it a greater display of wisdom, than we can 
fully.comprehend. We see means applied to the a¢- 
complishment of ends, which we. could neither devise 
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nor comprehend. It is said, man is formed of the dust 
of the ground; but, tho we have dust of the ground, 
wecannot make aman. And if we could, the next 
difficulty would be, to breathe into his nostrils the breath 
of life, and make him a living soul. In short, we cai! 
the wisdom of God omniscience, and leave it as a 
subject, in which we cannot discern any bounds. 

2. Respecting the power of God, nothing can be 
more visible. ‘he source from whence all the power 
in creation originated, must be superior to the power it. 
self. It must be a power that resolves itself in omnipo. 
tence, and exceeds the utmost stretch of human im- 
gination. 

3. It may appear more difficult, from the works of 
creation, to illustrate, or make evident, the goodness of 
God, than his other perfections of wisdom and power; 
for here are things, which, to weak mortals, may seem 
to oppose his goodness. Such are sickness, pain, mise- 
ry, &c. Ilis evident on this subject, we need the light 
of divine revelation. But, for the present, we will try 
the question, from the appearance of providence and the 
works of creation. Admit that there can be arguments 
used with plausibility on both sides of the question, we 
will then adopt that side which preponderates the bal. 
ance. Wecannot here call to our aida future state 
of blessedness, because for the evidences of this, we are 
indebted to revelation. Butif it can be made to ap 
pear, that there is more felicity in the world than mis 
ery, it will turo the balance in our favor; otherwise, 
we know not that we are able to maintain the question. 
Here we remark that both man and beast appear form: 
ed, in every constituent part, for convenience and hap- 
piness. ‘The senses which aid in preserving existence. 
are likewise admirably caleulated for enjoyment. If 
we heard more corrodmg sounds, than those which are 
agreeable, and sounds which give more pain than those 
afford. which give us pleasure, could we value the 
sense of hearing to be a blessing? We could not. The 
same is equally true of the others. Pain comes from 
disorder, and not from health. Had our bodies been de 
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sicned mostly for misery, they would have been so con- 
stituted that the greatest health and strength would have 
heen conducive to the most pain or distress. But instead 
of this, we see a merciful design in the constitutional 
frame of all creatures. We may also observe that those 
miseries, which are the product of sin, are the effect of 
moral disorder. They are from the perversion of the di- 
rect rules and commands of the Jaw of God. Were it oth- 
erwise, we might account holy men tobe the most mis- 
erable. Ihe nearer they kept the law of God, the more 
they would suffer in their minds, as well as by outward 
circumstances. But still it may be a query in some 
minds whether, disorder is not sufficiently pres valent | 
occasion as much misery, if not more. than there is fi 
city in the world. ‘Tho it may be hard to convince some 
ofthe most unfortunate and melancholy of the human 
family, of the balance of felicity; yet to male it ev ident 
to most people, the task isnot hard. ‘T'o most beings, 
life, with all its misfortunes and miseries, is more 
desirable than death. Could manor beast die, as it 
seems some do, without any suffering; still there are 
comparatively but few exceptions to a dezire for the 
continuance of life. 

The fruit of these queries I think must be greatly on 
the side of felicity, and affords a strong argament in fa- 
vor of the goodness of God. And when we decide that 
God is good, we can attribute to him nothing less than 
infinite goodness; for such is the perfection of his na- 
ture, that he can possess nothing in part- ‘Thus the in- 
visible things of him are clearly. seen, being understood 
by the things that are made. His necessary existence, 
his infinite wisdom. power, and goodness can be noth- 
ing else, than “his eternal power and godhead, ;”” which 
the apostle reckons clearly seen from the works of cre- 
ation. But fer a greater display and clearer manifesta- 
tion of these, we are indebted to revelation. 

In revelation we learn, that “the wisdom that is from 
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to 
be entreated, full of mercy and good “fruits, without par- 
tiality, and without hypocrisy.” James iii. 17. His pow- 
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er is tanght us in that “God is able to make all grace 
abound toward you ; that ye, always having all sufficiep. 
cy in all things, may abound to every good work: be. 
ing enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which 
causeth through us thanksgiving to God.” 2 Cor. IX, 8, 
1}. The goodness of God is declared in scripture, ip 
the use of many terms. 
1. By the word itself: “The Lord is goodio all, and 
his ae mercies are OVer all his works. Ps. exly. 9 
2. By the word grace: ‘ But we see Jesus; who was 
made a little ower than the angels for the suffering of 


death, crowned with glory and honor; that he by the | 


grace of God should taste death for every man.”? Heb, 
ii. 9. “By grace are ye saved through faith; and oa 
not of yourselves; itis the gift of God.” Eph. ii. 
“For the faver [grace] of God hath appeared, atid 
bringetb salvation to all men, teaching us that we 
should deny ungodliness and worldly desires, and live 
soberly, and righteously, and religiously, in this present 
world.”” Titus ii. 11, 12. Improved Version. 

3. By the word will: “Who mill | thelei, vedi] have 
all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge 
of the trath.”? 1 Tim. ii, 4, 

4. His good pleasure: “Having made known unto u 
the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasuré, 
which he hath purposed in himself: that, in the dispen- 
sation of the fulness of times, he might gather together 
in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, 
and which are on earth, even in him.” Eph. i. 9; 10. 

In this manner we discover the accordance of the two 
great books of our Creator, namely, of nature and reve- 
jation; and while we discern in the latter, more than 
can be Clearly seen in the former, we admire their unit: 
ed testimony, in manifesting his eternal power and 
godhead. 
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oe oF THE SCRIPTURE ACCOUNT OF SAB BATICAL INSTITU ~ 


n- TIONS. 

" fConcluded. } 
‘ With respect to the second objection, that inasmuch 

“5 


3 the Other nine commandments are confessed!ly of 
moral and universal obligation it may reasonably be 
4 n ssumed that this is of the same ;—we answer, that this 
. argument will have less weight, when it is considered, 
hat the distinction between positive and natural du- 
ties, like other distinctions of modern ethics, was un- 
known to the simplicity of ancient language; and that 
there are Various passages in scripture, in w hich duties 
{a political, or ceremonial, or positive nature, and con- 
jessedlly of partial obligation, are enumeraled, and with- 
put any mark of discriminaiion, along with others which 
pre natural and universal. 

This may be observed of the apostolic decree record- iJ 
dinthe fifteenth chapter of the Acts.—‘‘It seemed 
ood to the Holy Ghost and tous, to lay upon you no = 
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rreater burden than these necessary things; that ye ab- 

i . 5 

fain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, and 2% 
fom (things strangled, and from fornication : from which, P 


ive keep yourselves, ye shall do well.” 


ifthe law by which the sabhath was instituted, was 
hlaw only tothe Jews, it becomes an important ques- ; 
lion with the Christian inquirer, whether the Founder 
fhis religion delivered any new command upon the 
uject; or, if that should net appear to be the case, 

shether any day was appropriated to the service of reli- 
‘ion, by the authority or e xample of his Apostles? 

he practice of holding rel ligious assemblies upon the 

Est day of the week, was so early and so universal in 
he Christian church, that it carries with it considerable | 
proof of having originated from some precept of Christ, “9 
t of his Apostles, tho none such be now extant. It 4 
*3 Upon the first day of ihe week that the disciples 
vere assembled, when Christ appeared to them for the 
rst time. after his resurrection; “then the same day at 
vening, being the first day of the weck, when the doors 
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were shut, where the disciples were assembled, for fea, 
of the Jews, came Jesus and stood inthe midst of 
them.” John xx. 19. This, for any thing that appears 


in the account, might. as to the day, have heen acc. 
dental: but in the 26th verse of the same chapter we 
read, “that after eight days,”’ that is, on the first day of 
the week folloming, “again the disciples were within.” 
which second meeting upon the same day of the week 
looks like an appointment and design to meet on that 
particular day. In the twentieth chapter of the Acts of 
the Apostles, we find the same custom in a Christian 
ehurch at a great distance from Jerusalem: ‘And we 
came unto them to 'Froas in five days, where we abode 
seven days; and upon the first day of the weele.when the dis 
ciples came together to break bread, Paul preached unto 
them.” Acts xx-6, 7. The manner in which the his 
torian mentions the disciples coming together to break 
bread on the first day of the week,shews, I think,that the 
practice by this time was familiar and established. St. 
Paul to the Corinthians writes thus: “Concerning the col- 
lection for the saints,as I have given order to the church: 
es of Galatia, even so do ye; upon the first day of the wetk, 
let every one of you lay by himin store as God hath 
prospered him, that there be no gatherings wheal 
come.” 1! Cor. xvi. 1,2. Which direction affordsa 
probable proof, that the first day of the week was already 
amongst the Christians, both of Corinth and Galatia, 
distinguished from the rest, by some religious applicé 
tion or other. At the time that St. John wrote the book 
of his revelation, the first day of the week had obtained 
the name of the Lord’s day: “I was in the spirit,” says 
fie, “on the Lord’s day.” Rev. i. 10. Which name, 
and St. John’s use of it, sufficiently denote the appr 
priation of this day to the service of religion, and thet 
(his appropriation was perfectly known to the churches 
of Asia. [ make no doubt but that by the Lord’s day 
was meant the first day of the week; for we find n0 
footsteps of any distinction of days, which could entitle 
any other to that appellation. ‘T'he subsequent histo’ 
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of Christianity corresponds with the accounts delivered 
op this subject in scripture. 
It will be remembered, that we are contending, by 


a these proofs, for no other duty upon the first day of the 
y week, than that of hoiding and freque niing religious as- 
. semblies. A erssation upen that day from labor be- 
ie yond the time of attend ce upon public w orship, is not 
of intimated in any passage of the New Testamen:. nor 
9 did Christ‘or his Aposties deliver, that we know of. any 
ok eommand to their Tacioles for a seontinn ance, upon 
sat that day, of the common offices of their professions. A 
of reserve which pone will see reasou to wonder at, or to 
a blame as a defect Inthe joslituiion, whe consider that 
se in the primitive condition of Christianity, the observa- 
de tion of a new sabbath would have been useless, or in- 
. convenient, Or impracticable. During Chrisi’s person- 
1. al ministry, his religion was preached to the Jews 
be alone. They already had a sabbath which, as citizens 
, and subjects of that economy, they were obiiged to 
ie keep, and did keep. It was not therefore probable that 
n Christ would enjoin another day of rest In conjunc- 
|. tion with this. When the new religion came forth into 
b the Gentile world, converts to it were, for the most part, 
b made from those classes of society, who have not their 
h time and labor at their own disposal; and it was scarcely 
[ to be expected, that unbelieving masters and magistrates, 
‘ and they who directed the employment of others would 
y permit their slaves aud laborers to rest from their work 
. every seventh day; or that civil government,indeed, would 
. have submitted to the loss of a seventh part of the pub- 
k lic industry, and that too in addition to the numerous 
( festivals which the national religions indulged to the 
' peonie: at least, this would have been an incumbrance 
. Which might have greatly retarded the reception of 
. Chris: lanity in the world. In reality, the institution of 
r pare ly sabbath is so connected with the functions of 
4 Civil life, and requires so much of the concurrence of ci- 


Vil laws in its regulation and support, that. it cannot, 
perhaps, properly be made the ordinance of any reli 
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gion, till that religion be received as the religion of {he 
stale. m 

The opinion, that Christ and his Apostles meant 
retain the duties of the Jewish sabbath, shifting only the 
day from the seventh to the first, seems to prevail with. 
out sufficient proof; nor does any evidence temain jy 
scripture (of what,‘ however. is not improbable) that the 
first day of the week was thus distinguished in cop, 
memoration of our Lord’s resurrection. 

Vbe conclusion from the whole inquiry (for it is ou ii ™ 
business to follow the arguments to whatever proba)ji. i * 
ty hey conduct us) is this: the assembling upon thei © 
first day of the week, for the purpose of public worship " 


and religious instruction, 1s a law of Christianity. of di. i * 
vine appointment; the resting on that day from our em, ' 
ployments longer than we are detained from them by a i 
tendance upon these assemblies, is to Christians an cr. f 
dinance of human institution: binding nevertheless up- 0 
on the conscience of every individual of a country in 
which a weekly sabbath is established, for the sake of , 


beneficial purposes which the public and regular obser 
vance of it promotes ; and recommended perhaps In some 
degree fo the divine approbation, by the resemblance it 
bears to what God was pleased to meke a solemn pait of 
the law which he delivered to the people of Israel, and 
by its subservieucy to many of the same uses. 
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LETTER IST. 


» For the Repository. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE “'CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.’ 


Dear Sir,—I take the liberty to address you this le’ 
ter, containing a few remarks upon the notice you have 
taken of my communications in the Repository. Sih 
yen are sensible that a difference of opinion obfains 
‘among those who believe in Universal Saivation. 
think you will have the candor to acknowledge, those 
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may be sincere, who differ from you in sentiment: 
Now, our opinion is as dear to us, as yours is to you. 
And if you wish to enjoy your opinion, without having 
its consistency called in question, why are you not 
willing to grant us the same privilege? You, Sir, and 
those of your sentiment, are constantly calling our 
sentiment in question. Not satisfied with this, not 
content with preaching your particular views to your 
own congregations; have not your sentiments been 
introduced into the desks of your brethren, who enter- 
tain different opinions, when an opportunity offered 
itself? And when our fraternity have convened to 
consult upon measures, conducive to the promotion of 
universal benevolence and brotherly affection, have 
uot your particular views been there introduced in op- 
position to the rest of the brotherhood, and insisted up- 
on with vehemence ? In addition to this, your opinions 
have been advocated from the press. Periodical pub- 
ications have made their appearance weekly, and in 
them your views find many abettors. Volumes of 
Lectures are issued from Boston and Philadelphia in 
support of your tenets. But this is all very well. There 
isno occasion of alarm. You are only discharging 
your incumbent duty ; and this you must do, “come 
ife, or come death.’’* 

But no sooner is a word offered in support of our 
views, than the alarm is given! When my communi- 
cation of less than three pages, made its appearance in 
Vermont, the alarm-bell was immediately rang on the 
banks of the Delaware! The writer is charged with 
disingenwousness, and sowing discord among brethren ! 
Thus; when you publish your opinions, it is well ; when 
we publish ours, it is sowing ‘discord among brethren!” 
When you teach your sentiments, you declare before 
God, that you do it from principle ;t when we teach 
ours, sincerity is very remote, if not entirely out of our 


* See ‘‘Lectures,”’ page 98. 


Ne ‘Series of Lectures,” printed at Philadelphia, 1818, 
Pp. 98, 
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minds! When you come forward with arguments to 
disprove our views, all is candor ; ; but when we show 
the futility of such arguments, it is disingenwousness ! 

Now, my ‘dear Sir, is not this a little extraordinary ; > 
—If discord has sprung up, who committed the seed 
to the earth? Have you dissented from ws, or haye 
we separated from you? If. war exists between us, 
you commenced hostilities. And are we to remain in 
Security, whilst you are upon the alert? Are we to 
rest quietly by our fire-sides, when your forces are in 
martial array, and have long been ordered to the field? 

If you complain of resistance, why do you make the 
attack? If you are desirous of an accommodation, 
put your sword into its scabbard. If this dispute 
is to be put at rest, let those desist,whe first commen- 
ced it; this will do it effectually, 

Were a pope at the head of our churches, we should 
expect to yield to his infallibility ; were a bishop 
placed in the chair, we should acquiesce in his 0 opin- 
ions in some degree. But as we profess to stand in 
the liberty of the gospel, we call no man master, ov 

earth. We wish to enjoy our own opinions, and are 
willing others should enjoy theirs. We are willing, 
hor weve er, to discuss the subject in dispute between us, 
if you will meet ys on equal ground. When you in- 
vite us to this discussion, you request us to lead in the 
dispute. We are sensible, that it is easier to pull 
down, than to build up; to destroy, than to make 
alive. ‘the one who leads in a dispute, therefore, may 
and frequently does labor under many disady antages. 
Which should lead in a dispute or discussion of this 
kind, ought to be determined by the subject. And 
this subject seems to suggest, that the proof should be 
upon your part. The. “scriptures assert that every 
man shall be punished according to his deeds, and that 
without: holiness, no man can see the Lord, Now as 
many die immediately after perpetrating the most 
atrocious crimes; what evidence have we that such per- 
sons, either received according to their deeds in this 
world, or that they arrived at a state of holiness? The 
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presumption is strong, that they did not. If they did 
arrive at a state of purity or holiness, necessary to the 
enjoyment of heaven; if they did receive according 
to ‘their demerits in this world, it belongs to you, to 
make it apparent. Or if temporal death prepares the 
mind for the enjoyment of felicity, it is imcumbent 
) upon you to exhibit such proof. ‘This, Sir, I think is 
) a just statement of the case. 
| “Immortality immortalized,” you consider a sole- 
cism. Did you suppose the writer on whom you re- 
marked, was ignorant of this? He knew it was an 
absurdity ; but he considered it an absurdity, which 
crew out of the opinions of those he opposed. _ 
Those who agree with you, relative to punishment 
after death, and reject your system of material- 
ism, involve themselves’ in this solecism. They 
say that men cannot be punished after the resurrec- 7 
tion, because they will then be immortal; but as the J 
soul is immortal here, on their own athaunin and does 
experience pain, then in order to support their own 
hypothesis, they must prove that men will be more 
than immortal beyond the resurrection! Hence the 
solecism, immortality immortalized ! 

These desultory observations are designed to open 
the way for a farther discussion of the subject, which 
will be attempted.in my next letter. 

Respectfully yours, HYRAM 


2 a. 
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For the Repository. 
LETTER 2D. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE ““CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.” 


Rey. and Dear Sir, 
Having in my first letter made a few observations 
upon the notice you have taken of my communications 
in the Repository, I shal endeavor in this, to exhibit 
some proof of the doctrine of future punishment or 
wisery. I will first premise, however, that the subject 
seems to require, that the proof should lie on the other 






52 The Christian Repository. 


hand. As many are cut off in a state of sin, the Con: 
clusion appears to be forcible, that they must enter g 
state of chastisement ; “for the ungodly shall not stand 
in the judgement.’ If such persons were changed at 
the moment of death, or if death itself has the power 
of saving the soul, it must be a deviation from the 
general course of nature with which we are acquaint. 
ed. And if it be a fact, that men are thus instantane. 
ously changed, and prepared for heaven by death, it 
aah wot belongs to you, Sur, to make it appear. 
Should you be called upon, for instance, to prove 
that men in the eighteenth century will be punished 
for their crimes, what proof could you produce? You 
would probably reason thus: The Scriptures positive. 


ly declare that every man shall be punished according 
to his deeds. This, being a fundamental principle in 


the Bible, has no relation to time or place ; and, there. 


fore, we have as much reason to believe that man will 
be punished in this, as in the past centuries. This, | 
think, you would consider a sufficient answer. Bui 


if your opponent insisted upon the opposite opinion, 


you would call upon him for proof. You would in- 
form him, that as his doctrine was a deviation from 


the fundamental principles of scripture, he must prove 


it true, or the conclusion would justly follow, that it 
was false. 


Again; were you called upon to show that men 


could consistently be punished one day for crimes 
committed the day before, could you produce a single 


passage direct to the point? You would undoubtedly 
consider the following a sufficient answer: “The 


Scriptures teach us that sin shall be punished. Buta 
crime cannot be punished before it is committed ; the 


punishment, therefore, must be subsequent to the 


crime. Men shall also be punished according to the 
demerits of their crimes. Now as many men are 


punished during the whole day for a crime, committed 
in the morning, it is evident that those crimes, com- 
mitted late at night, must be punished on the day 
following, or e!se punishment is not wanted on the 
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principle of justice and equity.” Should your inquirer 
ask farther ; Cannot God punish those as much in one 
moment, as he does others in a whole day? and can 
he not awake them on the following morning, free 
from the consequences of their crimes? You would 
reply; we do not dispute the power of God; but as 
this would be deviating from general principles, and 
his general dealings, we ought not to believe that he 
hath done, or will do thus, unless it can be proved from 
the scriptures. This reasoning, I presume, would be 
satisfactory to your mind in this case. 

Now, Sir, will not the same principle apply to the 
dispute between us? If the man, who is taken out of 


the world in an instant, in the very act of murder, 1s 
punished as much for that crime, as his accomplice, 


who 1s confined in prison for months, and at last hung 
upon a gibbet, it in justice belongs to you to make it 
appear. If you fail in this, we must either conclude 
that men are not punished according to their deeds, or 
that they will be punished after death. This, I am 
persuaded, is the just ground on which this controversy 
rests. But are you willing to meet us on this ground? 
It appears not; and the reason is obvious. Can you 
prove that all men are qualified for heaven on leaving 
this world ? that they all receive the full desert of 
oe a . — ." . 

thelr crimes here in time; or, in a word, can you 
prove that some men will not be unhappy after death P 
No. You say yourself, “ft is not PRETENDED (as we 
now of) that the scriptures prove that there will be 
Xo future punishment.” What! your favorite tenet, 
no support in the scripture! Net any. Wave you 
hot a solitary passage P This is not pretended. But 
SNall we build an Important doctrine on the sileace ot 
the scripture P Almost every ridiculous idea may be 
‘upported in that manner. Suppose I should assert 
‘atman mn a future world, will be clad im garments 
manufactured in America, and alledge in support 
mereof, that the scriptures say nothing to the cor.tra- 
‘y+!’ How would such an argunent be treated? The 
“eciston is submitted to the reader. 
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Now, Sir, as your opinion has no proof from the 
yolume of truth, on your own acknowledgement, it js 
not conceived that the opposite opinion will need 
much, in order to be established. Ifthe Bible were 
totally silent upon this subject, were we as destitute 
of proof on our part, as you are on yours, our views 
might be inferred with much more propriety than 
yours ; as they would be more consistent—with the 
fundamental principles of inspiration. But we are 
not willing to admit, that the sacred penmen are silent 
upon this subject. Tho it is believed that the 
nature of the subject demands, that the evidence should 
come on your part, that you should prove there can be 
no punishment after death; yet as you refuse, and 
call upon us with fervency to commence the dispute, 
we will attempt to show that our system has support 
in the sacred testimony. As you have complained 
that my communications have referred you to ho works, 
where those views are found, on which I have animad- 
verted, you will not take it amiss, if you are here re 
ferred to your own Lectures. 

The first passage I shail adduce in support of mj 
views, is found in the sixteenth chapter of Ezekiel. 
in this chapter we have a promise that Sodom shill 
be restored. Itis evident that by Sodom, the prophet 
meant those ancient inhabitants, who were destroyed 
by fire ; for we find her crime and overthrow mentin- 
ed in the context. Much might be said to make it ap- 
pear that by Sodom, we are to understand those wick- 
ed Sodomites, who were destroyed by fire from heav- 
en. But as you acknowledge this,* we may dispens? 
with such proof. Sodom was destroyed long before 
Ezekiel’s day, and her restoration was then future. 
Consequently, the Sodomites must remain in a state 
of darkness or misery, till their restoration.—But 
nere I anticipate your objection. You attempt 
maintain, that there is no conscious eaistence betwee! 
death and the resurrection. We do not feel dispose! 
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toenter largely into this abstruse and métaphysical 
question. Suffice it to say, however plausible it ma 
appeat, however consistent it may be with speculative 
philosophy, it cannot be reconciled with the language 
of scripture, without taking unwarranted latitude in 
explaining the sacred testimony. Our Savior exhorts 
his disciples and followers to “fear not them which kill 
the body, but are not able to kill the soul ; but rather 
fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body 
in hell.”? Explain the term, sow! to mean life, or what- 
ever you please, and it is nothing to your purpose. 
For on your scheme it is killed in the same sENsE 
that the body is, at temporal death. But Jesus speaks 
of those who kill the body, but cannot kill the soul. 
Hence the soul can exist independent of the body. 
Will you say that the soul is net finally destroyed, 
because it will exist again at the resurrection? The 
same may be said of the body. At the resurrection 
God will “quicken our mortal bodies,”’ as well as call 
our souls into consciousness. 

This passage not only proves the separate exist- 
ence of the soul, but is a good argument in favor of 
future punishment. Jesus warns us to fear him who 
hath power to castinto hell, after he hath killed the 
body. Will you say, because God has power, it does 
not follow that he will do it? I answer ; if there were 
no danger, then Jesus used duplicity. He attempted 
to excite men to fear God, from a motive which did 
not exist! We must, therefore, admit that there is 
danger of punishment after death, or charge the Son of 
God with deception. The account of Christ’s preach- 
ing to the “spirits in prison,” is a powerful argument 
in favor of a separate state and of future punishmeng 
It is believed that this portien of scripture cannot be 
reconciled with your views, without expressly contra- 
dicting the apostle. I should say more upon this 
passage, but as I trust the Editor of the Repository 
will discuss this text, I cheerfully submit the matter 
to him, believing that he will handle the subject in an 
abler manner than I am capable of doing. Many 
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other passages might be cited, toshow that men may be 

present with the Lord, when absent from the body, or 

that their souls may exist in tt ert state ; but itis 
considered unnecessary. - 

Having shown, as we trust, that the soul does pos- 
sess consciousness between death aud the resurree- 
tion, we will again call your attention to the pas- 
sawe in Ezekiel. As the soul is conscious in an inter. 
mediate : state, these Sodomites mest be in a state of 
misery till their restoration. On the 82d page of your 
Lectures, you speak of Abraham’s pleading with God, 
fur the safety of Sodom. But if Abraham had believ. 
ed with yo: arself, that if taken away, they would all 
go to immediate glory ; d say immediate, for such it 
would be to their capacity) would he have plead so 
earnestly, that they might bedeft in this state of sint 
T think he wou ld not. On the same and following 
pages you speak of the mercy and compassion of God, 
in “harkening to Abraham, and promising to spare the 
whole city, if ten righteous persons were found there- 
in! But where would be the mercy or grace in leay- 
ing them in this state of trouble and sin, when ther 

might be instantly and perfectly happy, if taken away. 
W e should suppose that God was much more gracious 
by destroying them, than he would have been by spar- 
ing them, if ‘your system be correct. And he was 
more merciful to the wicked Sodomites than to the just 
Lot. He punished their wickedness with immortal 


felicity, and blessed the righteousness of Lot. with trials 


and afflictions!! ‘Fhe same may be said of Noah 
and the old world. Now ought not people to be jeal- 
ous of that system which involves such absurdities ; 
especially, when we consider that there is*no passage, 
Which can be brought toitssupport. It really appears 
to me that Abrahem acted a very inconsistent part 12 
pleading for Sodom, if your system be correci. And 
equally | inc onsistent appear your remarks upon thai 
subject, which we have ¢ = icerL 

But after all, my dear Sir, should I grant your Sys 

em 6f amaterc, olties correct, you could net consistently 
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avoid future misery, from the case of the Sodomites. 
They can be punished after the resurrection, if not 
before. Thus Jesus says to Capernaum, “It shall be more 
tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judge- 
ment than for thee.”? From this passage, it will be 
seen that these Sodomites will be arraigned at a day of 
judgement. Sodom here must mean those ancient, 
corrupt people known by that name; for her over- 
throw is mentioned in the preceding verse. This 
judgement must take place ina future state; because 
it was future in our Savior’s time, which was nearly 
two thousand years after their destruction. Caper- 
naum and Sodom are to be judged at the same day of 
judge.» ent, and, consequently, it must be in a future 
state in relation to both. And at that time it will be 
more tolerable for the one than the other. One at least, 
therefore, must be punished after the resurrection, 
But if both are to be made happy at the resurrection, 
there is nota shadow of propriety in saying, it shall 
be more tolerable for one than the other. Will you at- 
tempt to reconcile this, by saying, that one will have - 
a greater reward of happiness than the other? Re- 
member, Sir, you deny future rewards as well as 
punishments. You cannot apply this to their descend- 
ents; forthey had none. You cannot apply this to 
those people, who may, at some future period, dwell 
in the land of Sodom, because you have already ac- 
knowledged, that by Sodom is meant those ancient 
inhabitants. Perhaps you may attempt to show, that 
Christ came to judge the nations at the destruction of 
Jerusalem. If that should be granted, it would profit 
you nothing ; for we have already shown, that the 
judgement of Sodom must take place in a future state 
of being. If it took place at the dispersion of the 

ews ; then these ancient Sodomites were judged and 
rewarded in this state of being, long after temporal 
death ; which you.will not admit. The judgement of 
Sodom cannot mean her destruction by fire ; because 
Jesus speaks of her overthrow in the past tense, and of 
her judgement in the future. 1 believe you will find 
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it very difficult to reconcile this passage with you 
scheme, 

The interpretation we have given of this passage 
receives additional support from the testimony of §¢, 
Peter. Speaking of the destruction of wicked Sodom, 
and the preservation of just Lot, the apostle says, 9: 
“The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of HR? 
temptation, and to reserve the unjust unto the day of 
judgement to be punished.” Here Peter alludes ty I 
the same day of judgement, that our Savior did, when i] 
he said, it shall be more tolerable for Sodom than for 
Capernaum. And Peter teaches us that God had re- 
served the Sodomites unto the day of judgement to 
be punished. Nowif they are reserved to the day of 
judgement to be punished, then their punishment must 
be after death. Nay,if they are reserved a moment 
after their overthrow, to be punished, their punishment 
is ina future state. 

Thus, Sir, if your material system be false, (as we 
think has been proved) future punishment follows asa 
natural consequence, from your exposition of Ezekiel. 
And if your views be correct, relative to an intermedi- 
ate state, future punishment is equally certain, being 
predicated on the testimony of Christ and his apostles. 
Many other passages might be adduced in support oi 
our system, but our limits will not permit at this time. 

Now, Sir, is not this evidence sufficient to prove 
future punishment, especially when you consider, that 
you have nota text tosupport your scheme? The 
reader is now called upon to judge whether we have 
not established the doctrine for which we contend. 
He is to consider that we have only exhibited a smal! 
part of the evidence on our side of the question: 
while, on the other, it is not pretended that they have 
a single passage. I freely submit this for your inspec- 
tion, and am willing the public should judge of the 
controversy between us. 

Yours affectionately, 





HYRAM. 
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EXCOMMUNICATION OF DOCT. JOHN BROOKS FROM THE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (SO CALLED) IN NEWFANE, 
VERMONT, FOR THE HERESY OF BELIEVING AND 
PREACHING UNIVERSAL SAL¥ATION, 


The whole correspondence with, and examination hefore, 
«id church, of the accused, is too veluminous for publication 
n the Christian Repository, but will probably appear before the 
sublic in some other form. 

Letier from the Cominrittee of Mee fane Church to 
Doct. Brooks, communicating his excoinn Lunication 
therefrom. 

NEWFANF, May 23, 1821. 

The Church of Christin Newfane to Doct. John Brooks: 

SIR, 

Whereas you having made a public profession 
sfreligion in this place, and having sol! lemly cove- 
nanted before God and with this church, to walk with 
them in all the ordinances, doctrines, and cuties of the 
cospel, and to submit yourself to the watch and disa- 
pline of this church :—And you have further covenant- 
ed with us, and we with you to w atch over each other 
in the Lord, to give, and receive admonitions as occa- 
rion shall require, and as is expressly commanded in 
the word of God :-— 
And as you have departed from the faith and prac- 


tice of this church,and ther eby violated your covenanted 
engagements, it has been deemed an imperious duty to 
use those measures with you, which Christ has direct- 
ed tobe used with an offending brother. According- 
iV, John Kinney having labored with you by Ces and 
then havi ine taken an other brother with him, and as 
they could obtain no Christian satisfaction, nor per- 
sr de you to return to your duty, brother Kinney thought 
13 duty to make known his. complaint to the church 
reeably to the direction of our Lord and Master in 
the els chteenth chap. of Mat. For the above purpose of 
hearing and attending to the complaint of brother 
inney, a church meeting was called, and you were 
informed of the same, and neglected to attend. We 
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having meet according to appointment, the complainj 
svas laid before us, which complaint was in substance 
the following : For embracing, and propagating heresy, 
We having evidence that the complaint was justly 
founded, and that the previous steps according to the 
direction of the gospel had been taken, we considered 
it our duty to hear, and attend to the same. After 
conferring on the subject, and the rules of christian 
duty as taught in the scriptures, we were unanimous. 
ly of an opinion that the heresy was of that nature, 
that unless you gave evidence of penitency and reffor- 
mation, wee could not consistently with our duty to 
you, ourselves, and the Great Head of the church pas 
over it without expressing censure agreeablee to the 
Laws of Christ’s kingdom. 

Feeling a tenderness for you, and an unwillingness 
to cut you off from our communion, we were disposed 
to use further forbearance, and labor with you. We 
accordingly appointed brother Kinney to write to you 
on the subject, in hopes that you would consider of the 
ease, and consequences, so-as to appear and give 
christian satisfaction, and return to your duty. We 
then adjourned fora little more than two weeks. 
Meet according to adjournment, for the purpose 0 
again attending to your case. You being present, and 
the letters being read, written by you, and also the 
one written by the request of the church to you, and 
after hearing your conversation while present with the 
church, and having your pamphlet, entitled Letters to 
the public in general, and to Deac. John Holbrook o 
Brattleborough in particular, wee were led to believe 
that your heresy was of that kind, that if propagated 
and embraced must be awfully distructive ; not only 
to the morals of mankind, but to their precious and 
immortal souls. Lamentible to relate, you gave 00 
marks of penitency, or refformation, but presumptious- 
ly declared that it was your constaat prayer that God 
would not alter your Views or cause you to see dif- 
ferent. And if he should not, all our efforts to dé 


you good would be in vain. Our fondest hopes ° 
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claiming you, and of bringing you back to the path 
of duty must all be blasted. After confering further 
upon your case, it was unanimously voted by the 
church, that they could net commune with a man of 
your sentiments, nor fellowship you asa christian 
}rother. The church also unanimously voted that 
you be excommunicated from them. (it is presumed 
that net one half of the male members of the church 
were present) Wee do now, in the name, and by the 
authority of the Lord Jesus Christ, the great Head of 
che Church, declare the connection between you and 
this church to be dissolved, and wee do hereby certify 
that wee withdraw our fellowship and watch over you. 
Dear Sir, wee beseach you not to make light of what 
wee have done, nor treat it in a trifleing W. ay. Ifwe 
have acted according to the laws of Christ’s ‘kingdom, 
(Don’t you know w hether you have or not f) he will 
approve of what wee have done. It is our desire and 
prayr, that God would accompany this witha bless- 
ing, that it might be for the honour of religion, and the 
cood of the church, and that it might be a means of 
leading you to consider of your ways, and afford evi- 
dence of repentance, and return to your duty, so that 
at the great and solemn day of judgement, you may 
not be disowned of Christ, and bid depart w ith his open 
enemies, with whom we are now bound to consider 
vou, and as. such conduct towards you, (in the Lord,). 
Done by order, and behalf of the dina 
Joun Kewnnr, 
(Signed,) JonaTHAN Hatt, Jr 
; AN Hatt, Jr. 

Comeety for the Church of Christ in Newfane. 


The dbove isa true copy, verbatim et literatim, of 
the original, except the words enclosed by parenthe- 
es. Tt never was written by either of the signers, 
but is probably the masterly production of a certain 
rare genius, who, I am told, gives out that he can 
confute me in argument, in two minutes. As this 
mighty champion will probably soon be ordained and 
settled in business, in, over, and am ong the-church of 
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Newfane, he may, if we should both live, and continyg 
as bright as we now are, have an opportunity, no; 
barely of two minutes, but even of two and a half o 
three minutes to confute me. But [ should think the 
gentleman must already have experienced enough, on 
this score, to restrain his pretensions somewhere with- 
in the bounds of modesty. Why does he not set forth 
how he confuted me when he tried to prove his doc- 
trine of endless misery by the strength of the Greek 
aion 2 Willhe be so good as to tell somebody, how 
he got away, when he had stated to me that aionion,’ 
as applied to the punishment of the wicked, meant 


endless, and he was asked what it meant in the thir. 


ieenth of Matthew, where Christ says, “As therefore 
the tares are gathered and burned in the fire, so shall 
it be in the end of this aienos ? ‘Or, if the gentleman 
has forgotten, will he now be so good as to shew, hew, 
if the word aion and its derivative es mean endless du- 
ration, the wicked can be punished eternally, and yet 
net be cast into the furnace of fire till the end of 
aionos, which he says is eternity, and which is, in fact, 
the strongest word used in scripture to express the 
duration of punishment? ? Jam not sure but he will 
be under the necessity of devoting nearly ene half of 
his two minutes in clearing up this single difficulty. 
But let this be as it may, I must ask the indulgence 
of this Rev. gentleman, some fifteen or twenty. min- 
utes, te remark on his letter, which comes to me in 
the name of John Kenney and Jonathan Hall, Jun. # 
a committee from the church at Newfane, to declare 
my excommunication, and to make a learned exposi- 
tion of the causes which led to this measure. The 
drift of this letter goes to justify the church for ex- 
communicating me for heresy, merely, without char- 
ging me with immeral conduct. 

li the letter means to plead the immeral tendency 


* Here appears to be a mistake. -4ionion is not used it 


the thirteenth chap. of St. Matthew ; but the genitive (atonos} 


of its root aien, is used four times. For an iHustration of these 
terms, see the first volume of this work, page 143. EpiToR: 
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gi my sentiments, it should be remembered that this 

lea. will go against the Bible itself, exclusively ; 
unless it has been, or can be, shown, that those senti- 
ments are not in accordance with the Bible.. This has 
not been shown to me, and indeed it has scarcely been 
attempted, by the church at Newfane,. in their pro- 
ceedings to excommunicate me. Notwithstanding 


this, the letter represents the church as waiting, with: 


much friendly solicitude, to see me become penitent, 
reform, and return to my duty. Now herein, it 
pears to me, is a marvellous thing. While the church 
set forth ne reason, which they have to suppose me 
insincere im my belief, they presume to call a recanta- 
tion of such belief a return to duty, penitency, and 
reformation! To turn traitor to my understanding 
and conscience, and to the cause which I believe to 
be that of my Lord and Sayior, is penitency and re- 
formation, yea, and a return to duty, in the eye of the 
Newfane church! What enormous wickedness is 

contained in this idea! What tho+the church at New- 
ii may be ever so well persuaded that I am in an 
error; what is thattome’ Unless I can be convin- 
ced in my own mind, should I not be a perfidious 
wretch indeed to renounce my opinion? Yet this 
church affect to consider such abandonment of princi- 
ple, penitency, reformation, and a return to duty. 
according to their committee’s letter. My God, si 
serve me from such abominable perfidy and baseness 
Never was a greater imsult offered to virtue and com- 
mon sense ! ! 

But because I was not found ready, for the sake of 
their fellowship and watch, (a jealous and pepish 
Watch over my opinions) to renounce my firm and 
sincere belief in God’s universal and unchangeable 
ove and mercy, and consequently the universal sal- 
vation and happiness of his creatures, without the least 
justifiable reason whatever, why then, to be sure, the 
church approves itself for cutting me off from her 
communion. The excommunication itself is certain] 
20 mutter of regret; but to see things come to this 
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pass, that a sect of professors shall set up that they 
are the only true church, and infallible in their rej. 
cious views, and consider it a sin to depart from their 
creed, 1s a species of supereilious tyranny, which, | 
could have hoped, might not disgrace the present en- 
tightened age. Indeed the author of the letter seems 
not to be utterly insensible of this, and therefore, eyi- 
dently, labors to exhibit something improper in my 
conduct before the church, while under examination, 
seeing there could be no charge but what, in a moral 
point of view, was palpably frivolous. I had, says he, 
the presumption to declare, that it was my eonstant 
prayer that God would not alter my views, or cause 
me to see different. Now I might easily show that 
this accusation 1s founded entirely in error, (not to say 
perverseness and falsehood ;) but I am willing to have 
itjust as the writer states. [ am willing to have it that 
1 pray, unconditionally, that my views never may be 
altered, or that I might be caused to see different, in re- 
gard to the extent of salvation. I profess to believe in 
Universal Salvation and happiness, as the result of 
Chrisi’s mediatorial process. Now what harm is there 
in praying that my.views might never be altered, or 
that | might never see different? If I should never 
view any thing but universal happiness, nor see 
any thing different from this, to endless eternity, what 
hurt willit do? But, says the-writer, if I should not 
alter in my views, in this respect, all their efforts to do 
me good, will be in vain. How am I to understand 
this? If I see that all mankind will finally become 
holy and happy, then all the pious efforts of the New- 
fane church, or their committee, or their committee’s 
committee, the Rev. Mr. B., to do me good, will be ut- 
terly vain ; but if my views can be altered, so that I 
can see that a considerable part_of mankind will be 
eternally damned and miserable, then they can do me 
good.—T his I certainly de not understand. [If this 
church or committee can do good to their enemies, 0! 
those that hate and persecute them, (if such there are} 


as Christ has commanded all his foJlowers te do, I can- 
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not see Why they cannot do me good, let me believe 
and preach, or even practise what I will. But, on the 
contrary, if by the word good is meant any thing in 
favor of their creed of eternal woe and misery, 1 am 
certain they can do neither me nor any body else any 
good, let our views be what they may. 

To conclude this epistle, which, for distinction’s 
sake, I will call Bates’s lamentation, I am besought 
not to make light of what the church at Newfane has 
done, &c. In regard to this expression of solicitude, 
[assure the writer, I will so far attend to it, as to get 
the proceedings published as soon asI can. That 
their proceedings may be a means of leading me to 
consider .my ways, as the writer hopes, shall -be one 
object in having those proceedings committed to press ; 
nor shall or ought it to be a less weighty object to 
eonsider the ways of such pretended christian church- 
es, IN excommunicating members for their honest 
opinions, and to hand these things down to posterity, 
that the termination of papal tyranny and oppression, 
may be duly marked by the convulsive struggles of dis- 
solution, as well as the signs of her bloody and infatu- 
ated origin and progress. The forty and two months 
of Antichrist’s reign are probably nearly terminated, 
and, as “they have no rest day nor night, who worship 
the beast and his image,” it is not to be wondered at 
that their greans become more and more lamentable, 
as they see their magnificent fabric crumbling into 
dust. Let the worshippers of this beast and his image 
duly consider, whether “the great and solemn day of 
judgement,”’ of which this letter forewarns their devot, 


ed friend, isnot already at hand, when they-shall be 


rewarded even as they have rewarded others, and it 
shall be doubled unto them double for all their sins. 
If they are “bid depart with the open enemies of 
Christ,” let them settle itin their minds what shali be 
their portion to be treated as such. 


JOHN BROOKS. 


Dummerston, Vt. June 9, 1923. 
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For the Christian Repository. 


Mr. Eprror,—In the 2d No. of the Repository, j: 
will be recollected, that I gave a brief’ account of a 
modern scheme of sacred criticism ; a scheme which 
is distinguished fer its conciseness and facility. The 
grand object of this scheme, as would appear trom my. 
last communication, is, to expunge the doctrine of fu- 
ture punishment from Christianity. 

Perhaps your readers may be entertained with « 
further view of this system, also of the ability and in- 
genuousness of its advocates. This is the design of the 
present communication, | 

Tho the principal design of this scheme is to explain 
away every passage of scripture which relates to 4 
punishment beyond death, yet its advocates, in order 
to preserve consistency, carry it to a greater length. 
They deny any future reward of present virtue. Al! 
persons, the most abandoned as weil as the most virtu- 
ous, are placed on the same footing at the commence- 
ment of a future existence. The same key-texts, which 
are alledged to prove that all punishment is confined 
to this world, are brought to prove that all reward of 
virtue is in this life. Example. Such passages as 
Matt. xix.28 ; 2Tim.iv. 7,8; Rev. xiv. 15, were all 
fulfilled in the age of the apostles. See Matt, xvi. 27, 
£8. xxiv. $4, &c. 

Thus every person must perceive, that it is easy to 
prove by the aid of this sciteme, that there will bene. 
future reward of present virtue. 

There is another advance which I expect the adve 
cates of this scheme will make shortly ; and that is, 
that the doctrine ofa fuiure existence is not to be found 
in the Bible. Should they make this advance, they will 
unquestionably maintain it by the’assistance of the 
zame scheme of interpretation. For there is as much 
evidence tobelieve, that all the passages ef scripture 
which speak ofa future existence, apply to the apostolic 
aze, as those which speak of a resurrection, judgement, 
and feature punishment, do. Besides, there can bene 
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doubt of their succeeding in this point ;-{in their own 
imagination) for, of all men, they. are the most discer- 

ning and powerful reasoners. Such are their wonderful 

" talents, they can show with the greatest ease, that 

* every thing which is alledged by their opposers is ab- 

© OE andity and folly:. 

How soon this advance will be made-by the advo- 
cates of the scheme under consideration, I cannot Sav ; 
but, frem the following hints, we may expect it very 
soon. “Why.then, should we believe, that divine wis- 
dom, with an intention to engage us in the service of: 
virtue, should place its reward in.a future state of ex- 
istence, in a. world we know nothing of, from which 
no traveller -ever returned.’”? “But all this must be 
carried on in. a secret place, out of sight ef all the liv- 
ing, and none te report. it to us, enly these who know. 
nothing about it.” 

When this. scheme is carried to its full-extent, we 
shall then have Deism and Christianity in perfect co-. 
incidence, and all the doctrines of the Bible will be 


found to have a relation only to this state of existence. 
PHILO, . 


ir 


eo 





From.the Universalist Magazine. 


THE SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION. 


According to appointment, the Southern Assoeia- 
tion of Universalists met at the house of Br. Capen in 
Stoughton, on the evening of Tuesday, the 12th of June, 
1821 ; and chose Br. Hosea Ballou, Moderator. Ad- 
journed to Wednesday morning. 

Order of public service Wednesday, 4. M.—Br. H. 
Ballou, the introductory prayer. Br. Paul Dean, the 
sermon from sai. xxvii 20. Concluding prayer by 
Br. Thomas Whittemore. 

_ In the afternoon, Br. Thomas Whittemore was pub- 
ticly and solemnly ordained to the work of the chris- 
uan ministry. The order of service was as follows 


Br; J. Flagg, the introductory prayer.. Br. H. Ballou 
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the sermon from Psalm cxxxii. 15,16. BrsP. Dean. 
the ordaining prayer. Br. R. Carrique, the charge. 
Br. P. Dean, the right hand of fellowship. Br. Cross- 
man, the concluding prayer. Br. T. Whittemore, the 
benediction. 

These services were performed in the Rev. Mr. 
Gay’s meeting house, in the presence ofa respectable 
and solemn audience. 

The Southern Association stands adjourned to the 


second Wednesday of December next, to be holden at 
Milford, Mass. 


MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE WESTERN ASSO- 


CIATION OF UNIVERSALISTS IN THE STATE OF NE¥- 
YORK, 1821. 


The Ministers and Delegates composing the Wes- 
tern Association, convened agreeable to adjournment, 
at Bainbridge, on the Gth and 7th days of June, 1821, 
and opened the Council with solemn and devout pray- 
er, by Br. N. Stacy. 

1. Appointed Br. Wiztram UnpERwoop, Moders- 
tor. 

Q, cs Br. N. Stacy, Clerk. 

$. s Br. P. Morsr, Assistant Clerk. 

4. Received the letters from the several Societiet. 
and the certificates of their several Delegates. 

5. Requests irom the Societies of Smyrna, Hender- 
son, Brewnville, Otsego, Norwich, and Auburn, for th< 
fellowship of this Association. 

6. Voted, That the above requests be granted. 

Order of morning service on Wednesday. 

Br. O. AckLEy, introductory prayer. 

Br. 1. Warrnai, sermon—tIsaiah Ixi. 5, 6. 

Br. A. Figxp, concluding prayer. 

8. Appointed Brs. N. Sracy, S. R. Surra, amd £.- 


Jonzgs a committee te receive requests for fellowship 
aad ordination. 
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_Order of afternoon service. 

Br. S. R. Smiru, introductory prayer. 

Br. Wm. UnpERWoop, sermon—2 Cor. iv. 5. 

r. P. Morse, second sermon—1 John v. 16, 17. 

Br. 8. Jones, concluding prayer. 

10. Voted, That Brs. Sracy, Smiru, UnpERWoop, 
(RANDAL, and WHitna.t, be a committee of discipline 
che ensuing year. 

ll. Instructed the committee of discipline to attend 
to the difficulty existing between Brs. Miller and 
L708 rd¥. 

i Voted, To adjourn the Council to Thursday 

gorning, 6 o’clock. Prayer by Br. A. Cranpact. 

is. Thursday morning , resumed the business of the 
Cor = Prayer by Br. S. A. SKEELE. 

4, Appointed Brs. A, Cranxpatt, S. Apams, J. S. 
Fic LER, and A. VaNDENBURGH a committee* to visit 
the Geseane branch of the Western Association, to 
be holden.in Riga, Genesee county, on the first Wed- 
nesday and Thursday in October next. 

15. The committee appointed to take into consid- 
eration the requests for Letters of Fellowship and 
On lination, reported in favor of giving Letters of Fel- 

lowship to Brs. Oliver Ackley, Job Potter, Gea. B.. 
Lisher, and Samuel A. Skeele. 

~ Voted, That the above requests be granted. 

_ iW. Appointed Br. Geo. B. Lisher to write a Cireu 
lar ol superintend the printing of the Minutes. 

18. Voted, That one thousand copies be printed, 
and that an insertion of the names of all the Preach- 
ers belonging to this: Association, be made in said Min- 
utes, with the place of their residence. 

19. Voted, That a General Conference be holden 
2 Otsego, on the 23d and 24th of September next. 

Or der of public service—Thursday morning 

Br. N. Sracy, introductory prayer. 

Br. S. Jones, s sermon—Eph. iv. 11, 12, 18. 


* The above committee are reques sted to send the Editor o° 
a¢ Christian Repository an account of that meeting. 
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Br. G. B. Lisuer, concluding prayer.- 
Afternoon service. 

Br. P. Morsg, introductory prayer. 

Br. 8. R, Smirn, sermon—Eph. u. 17. 

Br. N. Stacy, conclhudmg prayer. 

22. Voted, That this: Association be adjourned i 
meet in Lee,Oneida county, on the first Wednesday 
and Thursday in June, 1822. 

23. Br. S. Apams offered humble and devout thanks 
to the Parent of Goodness, and the Association ad. r 
journed. i 

Wittiam UxvEerwoon, Moderater. h 
VatTHANIEL Stacr, Clerk. { 
Pirr Morse, Assistant Clerk. 


Ministering Brethren, in fellowship—Present. 

Nathaniel Stacy, Hamilton... Wilkam Underwood, 
# Litchfield. Stephen R. Smith, Wew-Hartford. Seth 
gl Jones, Lancaster. Isaac’ Whitnall, Camillus. Pitt 

. Morse, Henderson. Amos Crandall, Lisle... Arthur 
Field, Lancaster. Salmon Adams, Lisle. Oliver 
Ackley, Hamilton. Job Potter, do. Geo. B. Lisher, 
Otsego. Samuel A. Skeele, Greene. , 

John S. Flagler, Scipio. Thomas Gross, Willians- 
ville. Liscomb Knapp, Victor. Calvin Morton, 
Murray. Archelaus- Greene, Locke. Andrew Van- 
denburgh, Pompey.. James Foster, Lee. Cornelius 
G. Parsons,. Eilisburgh. Stephen Miles, Augusta. 
ay Stephen Cook, Hadley. Edwin Ferris, Unadilla. Lew- 
a ‘#8 Pitt, Danby. Lewis Beers, do. 





Ministering Brethren, present, 13 
: absent, 18 
Societies in Fellowship, 53 


Churches in Fellowship, —__ 1} 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE EASTERN ASSOCIATION OF UNI- 
VERSALISTS, AT WINTHROP, JULY 27, 1821. 

The Ministers and Delegates composing the East- 

ern Association ef Universalists, met, agreeable t¢ 
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jjjournment, in Winthrop, at Br. Jacos Netson’s, 
and opened the business of the session by solemn and 
devout prayer, by br. Levi Brices. 

Organized the Council by choosing, 

1. Br. Josern Burrerrie._p, Mederater. 

9, Br. RussELL STREETER, Clerk, 

5. Br. Syivanus Cops, Assistant Clerk. 

4. Order of public service, Wednesday, 4. M. 

Br. RusseLy Streeter, mtroductory prayer. 

Br. Favetre Mace, the sermon, Rem. viii. 16, 17. 
“The spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that 
we ave the children of ‘God: and if, children, then 
heirs’ heirs of God, and joint heirs with Jesus 
Christ.” 

Closing prayer, Br. Danse, Youne. 

5. Met in Council, and chose the ordained minis- 
irs present, a committee to receive, examine, and 
report applications for fellowship or ordination, during 
this session. Also read several letters frem different 
societies, most of which brought intelligence of pros- 
perity. 

6. Service, P. AM. 

First prayer, Br. Wm. A. Drew. 

Sernion, Br. R. Streeter, Isaiah xxxv. 10. “And 
the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come te 
Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: 
they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sigh- 
ing shall flee away.” ; 

Last prayer, Br. J. Burrerrrep. | 

7. The -committee of a special meeting of most of 
ihe ministering brethren belonging to this Associa- 
tion, made a Report, according te their appointment, 
ofa Consrirution for the future regulation and gov- 
ernment of this religious body ; which was several 
times read and examined, and appointed to be 
again read, and acted upon, at this place, to-morrow, 
half-past 12 o’clock. : 

8. Service ut 5 o’clock, P. M. 

Opening prayer, Br. Wriu1aMm Frost. 

Br. Yevt Briecs, the sermon, Gal. vi. 14. “But 
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(rod forbid that Ishould glory, save in the cross oj 
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified 
azto me, and I unto the world.”’ 

Closing prayer, Br. Fayerre Mace, 

9, Thursday morning, 8 o’clock, met in Council, 
and Br. Syrvanus Coss addressed the throne of 


srace. 


Read and accepted the request-from the Society is 


Portland to be received -into fellowship with this As- 
sociation. Heard the reportoi the committee on ordi- 


nation, &c. who recommended the Rev. Wm. Frost 
and Mr. W. 4. Drew to receive -ieiters of christian 
fellowship, and Brs. F. Mace and S. Cobb for public 
ordination, as preachers of that everlasting gospel, in- 
to which the angels desire to look: ‘which was uwnani- 
mously accepted: 

A ConsriruTion, embracing a SriteMeEnT or 
FAITH,—ADMISSION OF PREACHERS AND SOCIETIES,— 
DISCIPLINE hereafter-to be observed. 

STATEMENT OF FAITH. 

We believe in one God, infinite in wisdom, power, 
and goodness,\the Almighty Creator, Preserver, and 
Redeemer of aN men ; and that he has not only dis- 
played his glorious character in nature, but also more 
fully and clearly revealed his divine perfection, his 
gracious will-and purpose, in the scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments : particularly, in revealing the 
doctrine of the resurrection of all men through the 
mediation of the risen Savior, whereby life and im- 
inortality are brought to light through the gospel. 

We believe all men are amenable to the law 
of God according to the degree of light with which 
they are blessed ; and that as professors of the Chris- 
tian religion, we are under obligation to ebey the pre- 
cepts and commands of Jesus Christ, as recorded by 
men under the direction of the Holy Spirit. 

We believe that Jesus Christ, our risen and ascend- 
ed Lord and Savior, will ultimately see of the tra- 
vail of his soul and be satisfied, and in the dispensation 
of the fulness of times, gather together all things ™. 
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uimMsELF, both which are in heaven and on the earth— 


Amen. 


(if the Admission of Preachers, Socteties, and Churches, 
and of Discipline. 

I. Every Preacher and Society in fellowship with 
‘his Association, is supposed to assent to the above 
statement of Faith, fand will govern themselves ac- 
cordingly | and maini, are hereafter to be received as 
such, whose faith is essentiaily different 5 not ques- 
tioning however their sincerity and piety, but conceiv- 
ing those points indispensable, in forming the charac- 
ter of a religious body, professing Christian Univ er- 


salism. 
lI. It shall be the duty of every Church and Soci- 
ety belonging to this Association, to make a yearly 
representation of their standing, members, and pros- 
pects, by delegate or letter, at our annual meeting 2, as 
jar as conv enient, as long as they continue in this con- 
nexion. 


lil. Every ordained brother, in said fellowship, is 
hereby authorized to administer the ordinances of 
Baptism and the Lord's Supper ; the latter, to a church 
composed of moral and pious believers in Jesus Christ ; 
being at liberty to invite all others of christian habits. 
0a “participation, without respect to peculiarity of 
christian belief. 


IV. It shall be the duty of this Association to re- 
quire a virtuous and religious life and conversation, 
in the Preachers of this connexion, and withdraw fel- 
low yship from such, if any there be, as wound and dis- 
honor our common cause by disorderly conduct, [and 
do not reform after suitable admonition and reproof. | 


Ss Every church, or society under christian regula- 
tions, is at ‘liberty to constitute their own rules :n re- 
lation to discipline, and deal with their own members 
ace ordingly, public teachers excepted, being amenable 
to tis Association ; ; this article not being construed 
‘@ mean, however, that im: norality, wickedness, or 
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persecution of christian professors are hereby tolerz 
ed, but strictly discountenanced. 
Russert SrrEeErTeER, 
Srivanvs Coss, Com mittes 
Levi Bricecs, 


10. Order of publie service, Thursday, 4. M. 

{Introductory prayer, Br. F. Mace. 

Sermon, Br. W. A. Drew, John xix. 30. “Why 
Jesus, therefore, had received the vinegar, he said, |; 
is finished: and he bewed his head, and gave up ty 
ghost.” 

Concluding prayer, Br. S. Coss. 


11. Thursday, half past 12 o’clock, met accordin: 
io adjournment, when the foregoing Constitution wa 
again read, each particular carefully examined, an 
the same unanimously accepted. 

It was also moved to alter the time of this Associa. 
tion ; but on taking the vote, agreed that no alteratio 
be made. 


12. Ordination service, P. M. 

First prayer, Br. Levi Brices. 

Br. Russet, STREETER, the sermon, Mark xvi. 1! 
16. “dnd he said unto them, Go ye into all the wor's, 
and preach the gospel to every creature. He that 
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved ; but he that &- 
lieveth not, shall be damned.” 

Consecrating prayer, Br. Wa. Frosr. 

Charge, Br. J. ButrerFiexp. 

Right hand of fellowship, Br. L. Brices. 

Closing prayer, Br. D. Younc. 

Benediction, Br. R. STREETER. 

13. Voted to adjourn this Association te the [a* 
Wednesday and Thursday in June, 1822, then to mee 
by divine permission, at Turner, Me. and returne: 
devout thanks to Jehovah. 

J. Burrerriecp, Moderator. 
R. Srreerer, Clerk. 
S. Coza, Assistant Clerk. 
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Ministering Brethren—present. 


Br. Levi Briggs, Orange, (Mass.) Br. Joseph But- 
rerfield, Fryeburg, (Maine.) Br. Sylvanus Cobb, 
Winthrop. Br. Fayette Mace, Strong. Br. W. A. 
Drew, Farmington. Br. Daniel Youns, ——mm, ET, 
Russell Streeter, Portland. Br..Wm. Frost, Lisbon. 


THE EDITOR’S JOURNEY TO ST. JOHNSBURY. 


in this journey, which was performed 1 in the latter 
part of the month of June, were a few occurrences, 
which may be of some use to the public. On the 
13th, I preached a Lecture in Barre, from John vi. 12. 
There I had the pleasure of commencing an acquain- 
tance with a new brother in the ministry, “by the name 
of John E. Palmer.. This brother, as he informs me, 
nas been.a preacher in the Christian connexion about 
i3 vears ; but has recently been taught to believe in 
the salvation of allmen. He is a man of good report 
mong the brethren; and boldly preaches the grace 
if Ge d that bringeth salvation to all men, and that 
teacnes to hive soberly, righteously, and godly in this 
resent world. Possessing a happy talent of commu- 
nication, and a deportment worthy of a servant of the 
Lord, his labors excite much interest in Barre and the 
neighboring vicinity. He has lately received an ami- 
Ca ale dismission from the connexion of his Christian 
brethren. This is mentioned to their honor, as they have 
be en carefu | te avoid the mischiefs of that detracting 
nrit which is so often manifested on similar occasions. 
oe the 17th, preached three discourses in St. 
Jolinsbury—Tuesday, one. Wednesday, delivered a 
‘iscourse in Danville, and had between 70 and 80 hear- 
ers, where, I was told, but a few months ago, there 
was but one brother in the faith of universal salvation. 
ther re is a prospect of a society of brethren es- 
vlished in this town, whose minds are tender : whose 
hearts, we trust, are honest ; whose faith is establish- 
ec ; and whese lives are imnocent. Thursday, attend- 
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eda Christian meeting in the same place—andiene; 
eonsisted of 19. The preacher sounded an alarm, 
Religion on the decline! Vital piety, he thought, was 
giving place to the theoretic systems of the doctrines of 
men. As an evidence of this, he mentioned the few. 
ness of hearers that composed his auditory ; whereas 
formerly, multitudes there attended. Thus, for our 
ane. in MAT on his ministry, he schooled 
1s, because other people did not attend his meeting. 
“On Sunday, 24th, preached two discourses in Plain. 
aetd, ‘The Monday following returned to Barve, and 
ttended the Methodist yearly Conierence, where I 
wm two discourses. It had been in session seven 
days previous to my arrival, in which time, I was tel¢, 
great exertion was used to make the people believe in 
the endless misery of the wicked. Elder Headen de- 
livered a sermon “professedly to that point ; but as | 
did not hear the sermon, I forbear to remark on it 
from report. The name of the gentleman whom 
{ first heard, was said to be Qsborne. His discourse, 
from 1 Sam. ii. 26, was particularly addressed to te 
youth. In this he appeared very fervent, and, to use 
his own expressions, invited and besought the young 
people, “by the horrors of hell, and the mercies of 
heaven.” But what seemed the most remarkable, 
was his attem pt to induce them to come, and knee! at 
the altar to be prayed for. In this he exerted himseif 
in importunities and entreaties. He promised that 
he would pray for them a month. In behalf of all the 
tuinisters present, he would engage they should be 
remembered in every prayer fora month. Having 
finished his sermon, he went down to the altar, and 
continued his entreaties, beseeching them to come. 
At length, almost despairing of success, he began tO 
threaten. He told them, he had done all he could for 
them : he had freed his garments of the blood of their 
souls; if they would not come, he should pray tor 
them no more ; and with a tone suited to the expres- 
sion, assisted by many hollow sichs, dismal groans, 
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most horrible scene, he exclaimed, Fou may go to 
hell!!! At this he obtained a victim: one soul came 
and kneeled at the altar! Shouts and cries from the 
multitude were incessant, till flame and terror had 
caught many youthful oul inexperienced minds, and 
brought fourteen unwary sufferers to their altar. They 
sang, and then began to pray, men and women by 
turns, with many cries, groans, and spiritual agonies, 
sometimes breaking off to sing; and they continued 
about two hours. ‘Those that were exhausted (for 
their exercise was violent) were continually receding 
to give place to reinforcements from the rendezv vus 
of ministers, which I understood was not far from 
sixty. Some prayed for more conviction ; some, for 
conversion ; some, for more power ; and some, for more 
fire. One prayed that the Lord would give them to 
the ministers; another plead that the Lord had 
promised to convert some at that meeting, and that he 
would not fulfil his promise, unless he did it. Some 
said, if they did not get converted at so favorable an 


opportunity, when they all would pray for them ; an- 


sels would pray for them: and Jesus Christ would 
plead for them ; it was a chance if Satan did not get 
them, and they never would be converted Thus they 
pursued with tumult and roar; and we have not yet 
learned that one soul among them has been converted. 

In the evening, we attended another meeting. The 
preacher’s name I do not recollect.. In the introduc- 
tory prayer, he was steady, solemn, and appropriate. 
His sermon, from 1 John i. 9, embraced (as 1 thought) 
some gospel, some law, and some tradition. Among 
the instanees of conversion, he mentioned that of an 
infidel sinner, above eighty years old. He had believ- 
ed there was no hell and no devil. He began to pray 
twice a day, and increased to three times a day, and 
five times a day, and so on, till he prayed ten tmes a 
day, and he told the old w oman, there was a hell, for 
he felt it. 

Whether the old man was converted into the belief 
of a‘devil, we were not told. But we are w illing to 
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save our opposers the trouble of using such arguments, 
to prove there is a hell and a devil, by acknowledgi 
the facts ; and we can receive the meeting ‘ete 
described, as affording as strong an argument, in favor 
ofa hell and a devil, as the old man’s prayer repeated 
ten times a d: LV. 

We believe our Methodist brethren to be a devotion- 
al and sincere peopie ; : but when in the midst of con- 
fusion, they pray for more iire, we conclude they know 
not what ‘manner of Spirit they are of, We feel to 
warn young people to beware of such excessive fire, lest 


it prove to be the fire of enthusiasm. As fire devours 
wood, so will the lame of fanaticism, when once kind- 


led, prey = the passions and 1 inexperience or youth, 
Our sympat! etic powers are moved by the irregular 


passions of others, as well as attracted by their vir- 
tues. Much zeal and great noise are not sure tokens 


of the spirit of the Lord. We read, the Lord passed 
by Elijah, “anda great and strong wind rent the 
mountains and break in pieces the rocks, before the 
Lord ; but the Lord was not in the wind: and _ after 
the wind an earthquake ; but the Lerd was not in the 

earthquake : and aiter the e earthquake a fire ; but the 
ord was not in the fire: and after the fire a still sma! 
voice. And it wasso when Elijah heard it, he wrap 
his face in his mantle.” 1 Kings xix. 11, 12, 13. 


ON THE WORD, REVEREND. 


An anonymous communication has been lately re- 
ceived, remonstrating against applving the title ‘Rev. 
10 preachers of the gospel. The force of the objec- 
tion seems to be, that in the only passage of divine 
testimony in which the word is found, it is applied te 
God. The writer states his “full belief of the fina! 
salvation of the whole human family,” and thinks of 
joining our connexion; but concludes he “cannot join 
such Babylonish stv; as that of giving to men a title 
that belongs to God.” To this brotner we observe: 
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that such is the nature of language that we cannot have 


, 


a distinct word for every idea. Hence the same word 
js applied to different objects, and with different mean- 
ings. We can attach an appropriate idea to the word 
great, W hen applied toa horse, and toa fiy; but we 
never think of inferring from the force of aie word 
that their size is the same. If we apply no word to 
man, which the scripture applies to God, we should not 


pel ing have a good epithet todescribe his moral quali- 
= Even the very name of God, the Supreme Being 


hims self applies to Moses: ° “See,’ 3 * say she, “I have made 
thee a god to Pharoah.” Ex. vii. 1. It is likewise to 
be remembered, they were called gods, to whom the 
word of God came. We have likewise the word rev 
erend applied to man in scripture. St. Paul says , speak- 
ing of earthly fathers, “We have fathers of our ‘flesh 
and we cave them reverence 2’ and concernin: * Wives 
“See that they reverence their husbands.’ The rood 
use or abuse of words depends, in a great measure, up- 
on what we mean by them. Ili is now generally un- 
derstood that Rev. applied to a preacher means noth- 
ing more than a respectful title, designating their pro: 
fession as ministers of the gospel. 

The words that compose our English Bible are such 
as the translators, in king James’s reign, were pleas: 
ed to dictate. Had they been disposed, they might 
have substituted another word in the place of rever- 
ence, in the only passage in which they used it. To 
contend, therefore, for the use of scripture words on- 
ly, as the Christian denomination have done, is only 
vielding submission to the literati of king James, 
They have given us the words, bishop, elder, deacon, 
&c. Buta “bishop at this day, is made a lord over 
God’s heritage. He is as much above a reverend 
clergyman, asa sovereign is above a subject. El- 
der, ; among the Methodists, is a title of much higher 
distinction, than reverend among other denominations. 
I wish to avoid a dispute about words; but I see no 
harm in using the word reverend, according as we un- 
derstand it, even tho it could be proved, its use ori- 
ginated from the Pope of Rome; nor have IJ, in my 
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own feelings, any objection to the disuse of the word 
I ask no man to write it with my name; nor, if thin 
be disposed to write it, am I offended. I do not knox 
but elder would be as likely to feed a man’s vanity 
if he have any, as reverend; perhaps more so, as he 
would plead, it is a scripture word. We _ have no 
right reverend, nor most reverend ; we enly retain a 
term in common with denominations in general. 
This term I use in copformity to others of my own 
connexion; but when any brother will show us that 
there is death in the pot, let meal, according to the 
commandment of Elisha, be immediately brought and 
cast therein. Environ. 








EXTRACT FROM AN ARTICLE, ENTITLED, “GENERAL 
VIEW OF REVIVALS IN VERMONT,’ TAKEN FROM THE 
(WOODSTOCK) EVANGELICAL MONITOR, 


“In Franklin County, in Bakersfield, Enosburg, 
Berkshire and Montgomery, the work has prevailed 
since about the commencement of the present year, 
and has already given an accession to those feeble 
churches of 180 members, 22 of this number joined 
the Baptist and Episcopal churches.. The converts 
are computed at 285, and the work is said to be pro- 
gressing. Here the labors of Mr. Boardman, in the 
service of the Vermont Juvenile Missionary Society, 
have been signally blessed. The work has excited 
and put down much violent opposition, especially 
among those, who had advocated the doctrine of Uni- 
versal Salvation. Very many of this.character in the 
hight of truth saw their feet standing on slippery pla- 
ces, who. now, instead of making “the heart of the 
righteous sad, and strengthening the hands of the 
wicked that he should not return from his wicked way 
by promising him life,” are piously engaged in warn- 
ing théir friends and neighbors to flee from the wrath 
to come, and do works meet for repentance.” 





The works of the learned and pious, ever command 
respect. ‘heir unintentional errors should be viewed 
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with every reasonable excuse ; and the mantle of char- 
ity, cast over them, should prevent their tarnishing 
the best productions of their pens. But it is not al- 
ways proper to view faults and be silent. The de- 
és leterious nature is frequently too poisonous. 
) It appears in the above extract, that the Rev. Edit- 
i or and his correspondents, in their zeal for God, 
have aimed a blow against a people, of whose senti- 
ments they are,in a great measure, ignorant; and 
who, viewed in the ight, or rather, the darkness of 
. their prejudices, are “the filth of the world, and the off- 
scouring of all things.”” Wehave read the Monitor 
with attention; and have found the Editor very zea- 
lously engaged in the missionary cause. His soul 
seems ardently to thirst for the salvation of the hea- 
then. He labors to extend the knowledge of God to 
the uttermost parts.of the earth. Now, considering 
his great love toward the heathen, we certainly should 
have been surprised, to find him representing a beliey 
erin “the doctrine of Universal Salvation,’’ in “vrio- 
lent opposition” to the work of God, had not our Sav- 
lor told us, that when the prodigal son came home, 
the elder brother was angry. He wes a faithful man; 
and said he had not transgressed the commandment of 
iis father, at any time; Dut the poor prodigal, tho he 
was his brother, was one more than his faith in sal- 
vation had ever embraced. 
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God says by the prophet Ezekiel, “21 souls are 
mine.” Jesus, addressing the Father, says, “All thine 
dre mine;"" and, John ii. 37, “Thou hast given him 
PoWer-over all flesh, that he should cive eterna! life to 
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es the uttermost parts of the earth, and the heathen are 
his imbheritance. Should the promise of eternal life 
extend to all these, will Mr. Chapin Say, it is 
“strengthening the hands of the wicked??? Does he 
believe the word that says, Ged “icill have all men to 
be saved °”? Does he believe Jesus came down from 
heaven ro po his Father’s will? does he pray, Thy 
willbe done? and does he believe Jesus will see the 
fruit of his travail, and be satisfied ? Can he hold the 
testimony that authorizes all these questions, and op- 
pose universal salvation F 

Mr. Chapin, the Editor of the Evangelical Monitor, 
is a man, whose candor and christian piety, we have no 
disposition to call-in question.. But should he again 
attempt to degrade the advocates for universal salva- 
tion, by citing the sad effects of women’s lies, he would 
render himself, in our opinion, inexcusable. We ex- 
pressly tell him, that we preach no other life to the 
wicked than the life of Chwist ; which is, that they 
should turn from their wicked ways and live. We 
neither promise nor believe this life can be enjoyed in 
sin and iniquity. Wedo not believe in universal sal- 
vation without universal holiness. 

Those “violent advocates” in Bakersfield, Enosburg, 
Berkshire, and Montgomery, with which it appears 
Mr. Boardman wrestled so hard, were never known to 
the Editor of the Christian Repository, tho he has 
travelled much in the State for'a number of years, and 
holds a constant correspondence with his brethren 
trom every part.. We conciude, therefore, the victory 
will not be very sensibly felt in the camp of our Isra- 
el. The vanquished could be no others than a few fu- 
gitives, that have never united with our forces.- The 
principal advocates cf the doctrine of universal salva- 
tion, in Vermont, are yet at their posts; nor are they 
disposed to yield aninch of their ground, so long 25 
they have the “helmet of salvation, and the sword 0! 
the Spirit which is the worp of God.” With these 
weapons, they say with David, “Tho an host should 
encamp against me, my heart shall net fear.” 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


Dedicated to the worship ef God, and the service 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, on Tuesday the 3d instant, 
[July] the new Meeting House, erected by the zeal 
and liberality of the Universalist Society in ‘Westmin- 
ster, Mass. On this pleasing occasion, the introduc- 
tory Prayer was offered by the Rev. Mr, Wood of 
Shirley ; the Dedication prayer by the Rev. Mr. Dean 
of Boston; the wage and appropriate Sermon 
from Palin Ixxxvi. 9, “All nations whom thou hast 
made shall come and worship before thee, O Lord; 
and shall glorify thy name.’ And also, the reading of 
lessons fr om the scriptures, with the concluding Pray- 
er and Benediction, by the Rev. Mr. Turner of 
Charlestown, and the interesting Sacred Music was 
performed by the full and beautiful Choir of said So- 
ciety. The ‘assembly was crowded and attentive, and 
the service solemn and impressive —Uni. Magazine. 








We learn from the Scioto Gazette, July 25, Chilli- 
cothe, Ohio, that a Christian Camp Meeting was tobe 
held on the 10th of August, on Walnut Creek, 8 
miles from Chillicothe, and to continue four days. 
This seems to be a new mode of assembling among 
that denomination by which they would imitate the 
Methodists. We have not heard of their holding any 
such meetings in this part of the country. 


Installation at Roxbury.—On Thursday, July 26, 
we learn from the Universalist Magazine, that Br. 
Hosea Ballou 2d, was installed at Roxbury, Mass. 
Sermon by Br. Dean, charge by Br. Ballou, and the 
right hand of fellowship by Br. Turner. The pray- 
ers were by Brs. Flagg, Carrique, and Smith. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
We have received an ‘“*Extract from the last Report of a 
Conductors of the Vermont Bible Society,’ which must be d 
ferred to the next No. for the want of room. 
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OBITUARY. 


Died at. Plymouth, Feb. 11, Carlos Americus Dunlap, son of 
Robert Dunlap, aged two months and three days. 

At Andover, N. H. July 10, of the consumption, Miss Han. 
nah Purril, daughter of Mr. John Turrill, aged 27. 

At Woodstock, August 17, Mrs. Susanna Parsons, consort of 
Mr. Ezekiel Parsons, aged 54. 
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HV AMN. 
Gifts, vain without love. 1 Cor. xiii. 1, 2, 3. 


Were ev’ry human language mine, 
Or could my tongue with angels join ; 
Stiil without love my voice is found 


“Like tiakling brass, an empty sound,” 


Were [inspir’d with power to preach 
In strains as high as angels reach ; 


{ Or could all mysteries unfold, 
_e That ears have heard, or tongues have told : 


ef Were mountains plac’d at my command, 
4 And at my word must fly or stand ; 


a Sink to the deep, or rise above, 
3 My powers are vain, unless I’ve love, 


Should I with haste my goods bestow, 
'To feed the sons of want and woe ; 


Or, with a still far greater zeal, 
Consent the flames of fire to feel; 


If love be absent, all is vain 5 


In vain my gifts, my powers, my name ; 
In vain ail labor, I have done, 
Of faith and zeal, by hand or tongue. 


f+ In page 141, Vol. I. the following error escaped ne: 
tice. dn line 3d from the bottom read fraternily for fulurtty. 





